go            THE   CHAMBERLAIN   FAMILY

God gives all men all earth to love,
But since man's heart is small.

Ordains for each one spot shall prove
Beloved over all.

For the Prime Minister that one spot has been
Birmingham, and no one who has not been bred in the
fierce municipal life of a great provincial city can have
any conception of the local pride which this engenders.
Many Londoners would be hard put to it to give the
'name of the borough in which they live, and fewer still
know that of their ward. In the provinces the elections
each year are keenly contested, but although the
parties fight bitterly they are at one in their determina-
tion to uphold the fair fame of their city. Liverpool,
Manchester, and Birmingham mean a great deal more
to their inhabitants than does the capital to most
Londoners. Their politics are also a microcosm of those
at Westminster, and if the issues are not as great they
provoke no less differences of opinion. It was in this
school that Mr. Neville Chamberlain, like his father
before him, served his political apprenticeship, and
learnt how to handle men.

Although he was, compared with the other members
of his family, generally unknown to the public, his
experience of government and the great questions of
the day was peculiarly extensive. As Director-General
of National Service in 1916-17 he saw something of
Mr. Lloyd George's administrative methods, and as
Postmaster-General under Mr. Bonar Law he became
acquainted with the working of a business department.
All this was an admirable prelude to the Ministry of
Health and the Chancellorship of the Exchequer, in
which two posts he first attracted the attention of the
man-in-the-street. In this connection one cannot but